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Re-emergence of Religion as a Social Force in Europe?
is a NORFACE research programma.
New Opportunities for Research Funding Agency Cooperation in Europe (NORFACE) is a partnership

of national research funding agencies in Europe dedicated to leading and developing opportunities for
scientists in the area of social and behavioural sciences.

NORFACE plays an important part in responding to the grand societal challenges by promoting

research of the highest quality, sharing best practices among research funders and especially by

making international collaboration between social scientists in Europe possible. From challenges

brought on by migration and inequality to preparing for the impact of an aging society, researchers in the
social sciences in Europe are looking at the behaviour of individuals and groups, and the dynamics of
institutions and societies within Europe to understand and address these societal challenges.

NORFACE offers distinctive opportunities for researchers by developing common research funding

instruments, thus opening new roads for facilitating and building high quality transnational networks
of research collaboration in the area of social and behavioural science. Launched in January 2004,

the NORFACE network is the result of a successful bid for funding to the European Commission’s 6th
Framework Programme within the ERA-NET scheme.

Re-emergence of Religion as a Social Force in Europe?
The NORFACE programme Re-emergence of Religion as a Social Force in Europe probed the condition
of religion in Europe against the background of European secularism. Also the programme investigated

the re-kindling of religious activity brought about by the political and social changes in Europe of the past
thirty years. The ten innovative and methodologically varied academic research projects investigated

the significance of religion in contemporary social life. Furthermore they explored the social and cultural

impacts of recent religious growth points, such as Islam and Pentecostalism. New theories and methods
were designed to explain the ways in which religion and faith are re-emerging.

The purpose of this brochure is to give insight in the objectives, impact, organisation and research
projects of the NORFACE Religion programme.
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1. Objectives and outline
The scientific objectives of the research programme have been to support excellent research in

NORFACE partner countries; promote and support coordination between researchers from NORFACE
partner countries, especially researchers early in their careers; coordinate scattered capacities funded

through the NORFACE partner agencies within the theme of the research programme; build on an area
where the NORFACE countries working together have an opportunity to contribute to the development
of the social sciences globally; and increase the visibility of European social science research on a
specified theme.

The NORFACE Religion Programme started spring 2007 and ended in December 2010. The total budget
for the programme has been € 5.4 million. Ten research projects and two capacity building projects have
been funded.

The objectives of the capacity building projects were to:

• improve cross-border collaboration in capacity building through researcher training,

• improve the participation of young and early-career researchers in NORFACE activities, and
• encourage creative thinking in developing capacity building schemes.

2. Impact
The NORFACE Religion programme was designed to encourage wide-ranging interdisciplinary work
in the field of religion. The evaluation of the programme has illustrated that it has clearly attracted

researchers that are recognized as being among the top scholars both in the field of the sociology and
anthropology study of religion and in other fields of social research. The quality of the researchers and

projects has had major benefits from the transnational collaboration in comparison with national research
programmes on the same topic. It has been successful in attracting and soliciting projects characterised
by scientific excellence and managed to increase the visibility of European social sciences of religion.
The religion programme enabled theories and methods from disciplines as diverse as anthropology,

economics, history, law, politics, psychology and sociology to challenge old assumptions, guided fruitful

empirical work, and created major new data sources. NORFACE has proven to be a good instrument to
stimulate excellent scientific research on religion, develop a European research community, and tackle

themes of important for European public policy. Most projects in the programme have very explicitly
benefited from NORFACE funding and would not have materialised without it.

3. Programme coordinator
Professor Roger Hewitt (United Kingdom) was appointed as Programme Coordinator. The task of a

NORFACE Programme Coordinator is to bring together researchers within and outside the programme,
to increase the networking, capacity building and impact of the programme.
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4. Knowledge exchange
A number of high-level activities were initiated to foster knowledge exchange among projects, and to
share knowledge and insights of the programme to stakeholders. Two large-scale conferences were

organised by the Programme Coordinator. Alignments with other European research programmes were
explored, which mounted in a joint two-day conference “Innovative Methods in the Study of Religion”.
Several thematic workshops were initiated as a way of encouraging cross-programme contact and

discussion on certain intellectual themes that were fundamental to programme. The activities brought
together members of the ten projects funded from the programme to share their work and to debate

the issue of European secularism, social force and the changing relations of faith and policy. A specific
programme website was developed to reflect the informational needs of the funded projects and the

wider public. Some of the individual researchers of the projects accomplished extensive press coverage
and dissemination in the media, the results of other projects succeeded in specific policy dissemination.

5. Funding
This NORFACE programme on Religion was funded by funding agencies in twelve
countries and the European Commission under the ERA-NET scheme:
• The Academy of Finland (AKA)

• The Danish Social Science Research Council (DSSRC)

• The Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), United Kingdom
• The Estonian Science Foundation (ETaG)

• Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG)

• The Icelandic Centre for Research (RANNÍS)
• The Irish Research Council (IRC)

• The Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO)
• The Research Council of Norway (RCN)

• Foundation of Science and Technology (FCT), Portugal
• The Slovenian Research Agency (ARRS)
• The Swedish Research Council (VR)
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6. Overview of the research projects
Ten research projects and two capacity building projects were funded in the NORFACE research
programme Re-emergence of Religion as a Social Force in Europe.

1. T
 ransnational Southern Pentecostal Churches, Networks and Believers in Three
Northern Countries
Prof. André Droogers, VU University Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

2. The Architecture of Contemporary Religious Transmission

Prof. Roger Hewitt, Goldsmiths College, University of London (United Kingdom)

3. Gender, National and Religious Diversity in Force at European Pilgrimage Sites
Prof. Wilhelmina Jansen, Radboud University Nijmegen (The Netherlands)

4. 	What are the Impacts of Religious Diversity? Regions in three European Countries
Compared
Prof. Volkhard Krech, Ruhr University Bochum (Germany)

5. Islam as a Social Force in Europe: Islamic fashion and the Politics of Presence
Prof. Annelies Moors, University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

6. Ethnic Identity and Religious Mobilisation of the European Second Generation
Prof. Karen Phalet, Utrecht University (The Netherlands)

7. “ Recognizing Christianity”: How African Immigrants Redefine the European
Religious Heritage
Dr Ramon Sarró, University of Lisbon (Portugal)

8. Religious Sources of Solidarity (EURESOURCE)

Prof. Peer Scheepers, Radboud University Nijmegen (The Netherlands)

9. Religion, Euroskepticism, and the Media

Prof. Claes de Vreese, VU University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

10. Extending and Enhancing the ISSP 2008 Module on Religion
Prof. David Voas, University of Manchester (United Kingdom)

11.	Religion, mobility and place: training and developing innovative theoretical and
methodological approaches to the study of religion in Europe
Prof. André Droogers, VU University Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

12.	European Network on the Investigation of Religious Pluralism
Prof. Volkhard Krech, Ruhr University Bochum (Germany)
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1.	Transnational Southern Pentecostal Churches, Networks and Believers in Three
Northern Countries: a Potential and Potent Social Force

How do transnational Pentecostal churches, networks and believers from Nigeria operate in public
space in Germany, Britain and the Netherlands, and to what extent are they representatives of

religion as a re-emerging social force? This was the question central to the project on Nigerianinitiated Pentecostal churches that took place from 2007 to 2010.

The project consisted of three similar and comparable projects in Germany, Great Britain and the
Netherlands. All projects concentrated on one Nigerian-initiated Pentecostal Church in Europe,
the Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) and other Nigerian Pentecostal churches for

comparative purposes. Multi-sited research in Nigeria, Germany, the Netherlands and Great Britain
has been an essential part of the research project.

Through the cooperation within NORFACE, a strong network of senior and early career scholars has
emerged, strategically placed to influence the debates on religion in Europe, more specifically the

debates that concern African Christianity in Europe, and the role of transnational religious networks

in Europe. This work has become of growing importance, parallel to the rising importance of African
Christianity and migrant Pentecostalism in Europe, especially in the major European cities.
Project leader: Prof. André Droogers, VU University Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

Partners: University of Heidelberg (Germany) and University of Birmingham (United Kingdom)

2.	The Architecture of Contemporary Religious Transmission

This research combined a focus on the spatial and architectural registration of religion in European
cities, including the urban impacts of migrant communities, with the present and future place of
religion as seen through the eyes of contemporary youth. It brought together a complementary

international team with strengths in relevant substantive areas – sociology of youth, educational
science, and multicultural theory – as well as in methodology and social theory more widely.

With the European influx of new migrants from both traditionally “feeder” countries, such as Turkey

and Pakistan, and from countries that previously had not been the source of migratory movements,
the cultural and political landscape of Europe had changed significantly over the past thirty years.
Amongst these changes new and newly visible religious activity also featured as an effect of this

migration. Teams of researchers based in London, Hamburg and Bergen, each with a strong record

of research into multicultural communities and youth, investigated what each of three urban sites had
in common as well as individual features that shed light on local processes pertinent to the central
research questions.

Project leader: Prof. Roger Hewitt, Goldsmiths College, University of London (United Kingdom)
Partners: University of Hamburg (Germany) and University of Bergen (Norway)
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3.	Gender, National and Religious Diversity in Force at European Pilgrimage Sites
This project aimed to unravel the relationship between the ways in which people express their
religion through pilgrimage and the new religious, social and political conditions in a rapidly

changing Europe. It focused on the social force of religion through gender, nationalism and religious

confrontation in European pilgrimage centers. An experience-near approach to pilgrimage processes
yielded significant qualitative data on pilgrimage as event, on pilgrim behavior and processes of
meaning construction and negotiation of pilgrimage acts, symbols and objects.

The lived religion of pilgrims in a changing Europe was studied by an international and multidisciplinary team (anthropology, gender studies, and religious studies) from the Netherlands,

Sweden and Ireland. The researchers followed pilgrims from different ethnic, religious and national
background to the European pilgrimage sites in Spain, Portugal, France, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Germany, Sweden, Poland, Ireland, Italy, Turkey and the Netherlands.

Project leader: Prof. Wilhelmina Jansen, Radboud University Nijmegen (The Netherlands)
Partners: Stockholm University (Sweden) and National University of Ireland

4.	What are the Impacts of Religious Diversity? Regions in three European Countries
Compared
Personal contact with other religions increases tolerance of cultural and ethnic minorities. It also
tends to make religion more central in peoples’ lives. However, somewhat surprisingly these

effects are not mediated by a religiously diverse living environment or religious presence in close

neighborhood. These are the main findings of the research project “What are the impacts of religious
diversity?”. Religious diversity and its effect on religiosity and social attitudes have been studied in
urban and rural regions in three countries: Germany, Finland and Slovenia.

In this research, the researchers not only focused on the inner religious effects of religious

pluralization, but also on its effects on broader society, especially on how religious action affects

civil society. Also, pluralization processes were linked to questions of civil society, tolerance, political
culture, and xenophobia.

Project leader: Prof. Volkhard Krech, Ruhr University Bochum (Germany)

Partners: Church Research Institute Tampere (Finland) and University of Ljubljana (Slovenia)

5.	Islam as a Social Force in Europe: Islamic fashion and the Politics of Presence

Whereas Islamic fashion in the Middle East has become a topic of serious research, studies in

Europe have remained limited to discussions on veiling, often seen as a sign of the subordination of
Muslim women. This project, in contrast, centered on the public presence of young women wearing
styles of dress that are both recognizably Islamic and fashionable. It traced the conditions under

which Islamic fashion has emerged in the European public sphere, investigated how the tensions
between Islam and fashion are negotiated, and analysed the effects of such emerging embodied
practices of young Muslim women on the presence of Islam as a social force in Europe.
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The project used a grounded theory approach, and the set-up of the project was interactive and
comparative. Empirical research questions centered on the production – consumption cycle,

the relations between Islam and fashion, and the local appropriations of transnational relations.

Research was conducted in the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Germany, Denmark and Sweden.
Project leader: Prof. Annelies Moors, University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

Partners: University of London (United Kingdom), Stockholm University (Sweden), University of Bremen
(Germany) and Roskilde University (Denmark)

6.	Ethnic Identity and Religious Mobilisation of the European Second Generation:
Comparing Muslim Youth in Multicultural Cities
Religion is a central aspect of ethno-cultural diversity in European societies. Three aspects of

ethno-religious diversity were investigated in this project: changes in religiosity of (self-identified)

Muslims over time, cross-national variation in religiosity and different national discourses on Muslim

identification. All three parts of the project shared an inter-group approach that looked at Muslims as
a religious but also ethnic minority in increasingly diverse European societies.

The emphasis was on the second immigrant generation of Muslim heritage which was systematically
compared to the first generation as well as the native reference population. Throughout, religion
was conceptualised as multi-dimensional, that is to say comprising attitudes, behavior and selfidentification.

Project leader: Prof. Karen Phalet, Utrecht University (The Netherlands)

Partners: Social and Cultural Planning Office and the University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands),

University of Osnabrück (Germany), Centre for Research in International Migration and Ethnic Relations
Stockholm (Sweden) and University of Kent (United Kingdom)

7. 	 “Recognizing Christianity”: How African Immigrants Redefine the European
Religious Heritage

Through an ethnographic analysis of local ““politics of ”recognition””, i.e. how some churches fight

for recognition and interact with mainstream Christianity, this project explored the role of religion in
African Diasporas and their capacity to help reconfigure the European religious heritage, influence

national and regional identities within the continent, and establish connections between Europe and
Africa, but also across Europe.

The project engaged in a comparison of three national settings with a strong African presence

(Portugal, United Kingdom and the Netherlands), each with its own colonial past and Christian
traditions.

Project leader: Dr Ramon Sarró, University of Lisbon (Portugal)

Partners: VU University Amsterdam (The Netherlands), University of Lisbon and Universidade de
Coimbra (Portugal), University of Sussex (United Kingdom)
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8.	Religious Sources of Solidarity (EURESOURCE)

Where, when, how and why is religious capital ““unlocked” and “invested”. The EURESOURCE

program investigated religion both in its formal or manifest and its informal or latent form. The aim

was to clarify the extent to which solidarity in the various European countries varied over time and
(still) depends on religious sources and whether or not trends can be observed in this respect.

The project team investigated the relation between formal and informal religiosity on the one hand

and solidarity with intimate others, community and civil society, as well as national and global on the
other hand. By longitudinal and cross-national comparison the relations between time and national
context on religiosity and solidarity and the relation between those two was studied.
Project leader: Prof. Peer Scheepers, Radboud University Nijmegen (The Netherlands)

Partners: University of Wales (United Kingdom) and University of Mannheim (Germany)

9.	Religion, Euroscepticism, and the Media

Religious issues take a prominent place in contemporary European politics. This is noticeable both in
current discussions in different countries and at the level of EU politics. The increasing politicization

of anti-Islam feelings coincides with increasing skepticism towards further European integration and
enlargement. The relationship between Euroscepticism and religious attitudes and behavior was

explored in a time in which all established democracies are characterized by the media playing a
central role in the relationship between politics and citizens.

This collaborative cross-nationally comparative research proposal was located in the intersection

between religion, Euroscepticism, and the media. It drew on analyses of existing media content and
survey data and collected new and more appropriate media and public opinion data.
Project leader: Prof. Claes de Vreese, University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

Partners: University Viadriane EUV (Germany), University of Oxford and the City University London

(United Kingdom), University Institute of Social Sciences and Business Studies (Portugal) and University
of Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

10.	Extending and Enhancing the ISSP 2008 Module on Religion

The International Social Survey Programme is a cross-national project to run annual social surveys.
Religion was the focus of the ISSP in 1991 and again in 1998. Religion III was conducted in 2008,

replicating many questions from the Religion I and Religion II surveys. It was scheduled for release
in 2010. Together the three surveys constituted the best longitudinal, multinational resource in
existence on religion.

A consortium of researchers in Britain, the Netherlands, Denmark, Ireland and Northern Ireland

accordingly proposed in this project to extend the sample size in their countries and to add new

questions to the survey. These enhancements allowed a deeper analysis of religion and society both
within these five countries and through cross-national comparisons.

Project leader: Prof. David Voas, University of Manchester (United Kingdom)

Partners: Radboud University Nijmegen (The Netherlands), University College Dublin (Ireland),

University of Ulster and National Centre for Social Research (United Kingdom) and University of
Copenhagen (Denmark)
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11.	Religion, mobility and place: training and developing innovative theoretical and
methodological approaches to the study of religion in Europe

The programme headed by Professor Droogers encompassed early career researchers and project
leaders from four Religion projects and seven countries – United Kingdom, Sweden, Germany,

Denmark, the Netherlands, Ireland and Portugal. The focus of the activities within this group was

the development of methodological skills and theoretical insights in dialogue with other fieldworkers

as well as the establishment of strong networks. This project gave rise three summer/winter schools
in 2008, 2009 and 2010. Also a special follow-up meeting was held to organize a special issue of a
journal in which both senior and early-stage researchers were to be involved.

Project leader: Prof. André Droogers, Free University Amsterdam (The Netherlands)

Partners: United Kingdom, Sweden, Germany, Denmark, the Netherlands, Ireland and Portugal

12. European Network on the Investigation of Religious Pluralism
	
The capacity-building programme was concerned with building strong European researcher networks
in the field of religious pluralisation and the construction of a website for informing researchers and

the wider public of developments in the mapping of religious pluralisation across Europe and beyond.
Its aim was to provide a focus for cross projects link-up within the NORFACE Religion Programme,
focusing in particular on the quantitative aspects of studying religious pluralism and on the social

consequences of religious pluralism. The project established links with programmes on related topics
that were funded from sources other than NORFACE.

Project leader: Prof. Volkhard Krech, Ruhr University Bochum (Germany)

Partners: the Danish Pluralism Project, the Religions in Finland Project, the UK Community Religions
Project and Religions in Switzerland project

For additional information and further detail about this NORFACE programme and its projects, please
visit the NORFACE Religion programme website.
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For further information on the NORFACE Network and
its research programmes, please contact:
NORFACE Network Co-ordination Office

Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO)
E-mail: norface@nwo.nl

Postal address: PO Box 93461
NL-2509 AL The Hague
The Netherlands

Visitors address:

Laan van Nieuw Oost-Indië 300
NL-2593 CE The Hague
The Netherlands

This brochure is part of the series Presenting NORFACE.
Other available brochures are:

Presenting NORFACE: About NORFACE

Presenting NORFACE: Migration in Europe – Social, Economic, Cultural and policy Dynamics
Presenting NORFACE: Welfare States Futures
2017
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